MYTHS 



1 . FEATHERING PLACE (weptetesispe) 
told by Harry Wheeler* 
weptetesispe nexcim hi'^mininqana *^ete ka 



Feathering-Place once was digging surely and 



ka- hinaspayno-ya. 
and she came to them 



•^u-yit 
first 



penmekunisene 
they saw her coming 



hi'^miwise 
returning 

he-yuxc 
cottontail 



xaxa-c. 
grizzly bear 



ki-met 
then 



hiweke 
was 



ka- 
and 



quye-squyes ka- penmekunisix 
bluejay and they see her coming 

hine-swiyexnime ki-met ka- 

she saw them as she came then and 



5 hici'-x" 

are you saying 

hayoxchacwala 
cottontail boy 

ki-met ka- 
then and 



qo*^ cikawisnix hekipe. ka- 
quite very fierce to see and 

hina-smicya hici-qce "manama 

she heard them talking what 

quyesquyesnim pene "kala "^asa-pnisaqa heyuxsne 

bluejay said to her just was asking cottontail 



waqo'' 
now 



llmana- wet "^iwepne we-ke 
what is it wife was 



*^itu-nm 
what 



ku'^sni'm. 
like this 



ka- 
and 



he-yuxc 
cottontail 



pine 

told each other 

10 we-leyle-ku*? ka- 
run into and 

wixsi'^like-ceyu'^ 
will sit upon 

pe-kusene kaka- 
they did when 



hiwxsi'^like-cese 
sits upon 

taxc ''i-m 
now you 



wa-qi 
now 

piswe-pe 
rock 



xaxa-c|| ka- hihi'ce H'^e-hell' 

grizzly bear and said yes 

ka- hixi'-cemne xaxa-c "^ipi 

and became angry grizzly bear she 

qo*^ kapac. wa-qo*^ kala 
low just 



'?e- 
you 



taklay 
instead 



'^i-n 
I 



quite edge 

we-lehnenu'^ 
jump down 

tewlikitpe 
in tree 



ka- 
and 



taxc ka- we-xe'^pu'? 
now then run under 



walahsayo*^. 
will fly up 



peti-spe 
on branch 



kona 
there 



ka- 
and 



taxc 
now 



he-yuxc 
cottontail 



hiweleyleke 
ran into 



koni-x '>ewi-tenweyu'^." 

from there will speak to her 

hinesxicemnu-ye qo*^ yoqo*^ 

she became angry with them quite 

'^ini'-tpe 
den 



ka- 
and 



ku'^us 
thus 



that 



hiwe-lehnenkike 
he jumped down 



keyox 
which 



piswe-pe 
rock 



xe'^pipe "^ewe-ke. 
under was 



*TapedbyAoki, 1961. 
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taklay quye-squyes hiwa-lahsaya tii-sti 

on the other hand bluejay flew up high 



hitqewxsi'^likecese 
sits on for a moment 



15 koni'-x 
from there 



pewitenwese 
talks 



quyesquyesnim 
bluejay 



pece 
said 



"calawi 
if 



you 



'^opciyawnipa-cwisa heyu-xsne misemitwecet kawa 
want to kill cottontail for lying then 



kemyox neqey 
that across 



ka- 
and 



pohol 
creek 



'^ecutkupu'^ 
set fire 

'^ecepeqicku'^/ 
will catch him 



piskispe kona 
at door there 



ka- taxc 
and soon 

taxc Wluyelehtu'^kum 
soon will run out smothered 



hi'wes '^ilexni '^I'sqi kem hani-ta'^na konapki 
is much pitch let go make from there 

ka- 
and 

"''e-he ka- taxc "^isqi "^ilexni hani'yo'' 
yes and soon pitch much will make 

?0 "^eqi'-ce la-qapa. yox he-nelce taxc ''ahaniyo'^ 
is hanging on pine that again soon will make 

qo"^ pa-yo qi-tin '^ewce-yu''.'' ka- ku'^usu'^ 
quite strong smoke will be and thus 

hino-na 



you 

ka- 
and 



yox 
that 



taxc 
soon 

ke 
that 



you 



''ilexni 
much 



ka- 
and 



taxc 
soon 



hikuye xaxa-c 
she did grizzly bear 



''isqi ''uylepe'^ce hecu-nm keyox 



went to get pitch both kinds wood 



which 



ke 
that 



"^eqi-ce wa-qo'^ 
is stuck now 



Wnahpayka "me-'^u hi'-wes** ka- pe-sepniye 

brought where is she then asked 



quyesquyesne 
bluejay 



"kono'? 
there 



•'imi-t; 
inside 



wa-qo' 
now 



ka- 
then 



pa'^lika'^nya 
made fire for him 



piskispe kona 
at door there 



25 wa-qi hiqi-tne. 
now made smoke 



wa-qo'' ka- pa-mcisina 
now then they heard 



nis nis nis 



xaxa-snim 
grizzly 

hi-nqana 
he said 



hi-wes 
is 

ka- 
and 



he-yuxc 
cottontail 

hiwe-lehtime 
ran out 

wi'-fece- 
almost you 



'^imi'-t 
inside 



kaka- 
when 



qo'' hiqi-tna 
quite it smoked 



pa-yo 
strong 



ki-met 
then 



ka- hiwayacikli-toxkika 
and dashed back 



"^imi-tkex ha'^actoqa 
inside went back in 



wi-tec 
almost 

""^ehekin 
see 



'^ecepe-qicks ki- 
caught this 



weyuxpe wisiwix 
on leg spread 



30 ka- 
and 

"•^e-he" 
yes 

•^iske 
like 



''ecepe-qicku'^ 
will catch 



''isqi-ki 
pitch 

ka- 
and 



wi-siwix 
spread 

konki 
with that 



''ilu-t ka- ''allaykax ka- pelqey 
belly and below and both sides 



qo'^ 
quite 



ka- 
and 

qatat 
close 



ku'^usu'' hikuye. 
thus he did 



qo' 
quite 



hiwehyem 
come 



kem 
let 

wa-qo'' 
now 

wa-qo*^ 
now 



taxc 
soon 

qatat 
near 



ka- 
and 



listex 
stick 



hikiyu'' 
will do 



ka- taxc 
and soon 



"^awawciqalatqc-ta konya 
spread legs that 



ka- he-nelce hi'^le-sece 



qov 



pitine." 
hole 

kaia 



then again made noise quite just 

pa-yo hiliwce piskispe. ki'-met ka- 
strong burns at door then and 
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he-nelce 
again 



hiku-me 
came 



patamya'^nis 
threw 

35 mi-wacpa 
in a little while 



konki 
that 

ka- 
and 



he-yuxc 
cottontail 

"^ispexs. 
crotch 



mete-te 
but 

ki'-met 
then 



"^ilste-mqet h'wnifi hiwaya'^npqawnima 
burned wood burned grabbed 



hiliwn 
burned 



xaxa-c 
grizzly 



qo'> 
quite 



hih'wtinks 
burned to death 



"^ipnasiwya 
smeared on herself 



"^isqi-ki 
with pitch 



''ipnim 
her 



hih'wn 
burned 

'>ilu-t 
belly 



koni'-x 
from that 



'^isqikinix 
from pitch 



Wlsqupqupin 
it burned 

keyox 
which 



ka- 
and 



'^ispexs 
crotch 



yox 
that 



kona 
there 



po-pciyawcana 
killed 



heyu-xsnim 
cottontail 



ka. 
and 



quye-squyesnim 
bluejay 



pewwe-yuxki. 
both legs 

wiwe-tu 
not 



40 ka- 
and 



neke'^esnim himeqi-sne 

distinguished big 

ke'^itu-pe Wminicenkike. 
wherever had been digging 

hi'-wes 



cikawi-sna 
horrible 



yox 
that 



xaxa-sna 
grizzly 

hiweke 
was 



yox 
that 



ke hi'^miwisene 
which came from digging 



waqi -pa 
one time 



hime-qis 
big 



is 



hime-qis 
big 



papa 
spring 



yox 
that 



papa 
spring 



ki'-ka- 
now 



"^ewsi'-x 
is 



keyox 
that 



qemyexp, 
Kamiah 

hanyi-n 
made 

cikawi-sna 
horrible 

heyu-xsnim 
cottontail 



ka- 
and 



qo'^ 
quite 



so-yapo-ti'mtki 
in English 

kine-px 
from there 



"^ipno -cika wist I'pasna 
always getting mad 



pu-'^niksix 
they call 

haxnaqa-wnas 
can be easily seen 

p6-pciyawcana 
killed 



city spring 
city spring 

kona 
there 



"^iskitpe 
road 



wispayka-s 
campground 

hitewyenikes 
dwelling 

hi-wes 
is 



yox 
that 



wiwe-tu 
not 



pekiye'^nixne 
took place 

nineke'^esnim 
distinguished 



ka- 
and 



quye-squyesnim. 
bluejay 



yox 
that's 



kalo"?. 
all 



Tlnlnininininini^^ 



Once a grizzly bear had been digging roots at Feathering Place and was returning from dig- 
ging. Then she came to a cottontail rabbit and a bluejay. First they saw her coming, looking 
really fierce. Then she saw them as she approached. Then she heard them talking; "What are you 
saying?" Bluejay answered her, "I was just asking Cottontail, 'Cottontailboy, what? Was Grizzly 
Bear your wife?' and he was saying 'Yes.' Then I was expressing my doubt." 

Now Grizzly Bear got angry. Then Bluejay said to Cottontail, who was sitting on the edge of 
a rock, "You jump down and run under or run into (your den). At the same time 1 will fly up 
to a branch of a tree and I will sit there. Then 1 will speak to her from there." And that was 
what they did. When Grizzly Bear got mad at them. Cottontail jumped down and ran into the 
den which was under a rock. At the same time Bluejay flew up high, sat for a moment, and from 
there Bluejay said, "If you want to kill Cottontail for lying, go to the other side of the creek 
and make lots of pitch. Then you set fire from there at the entrance of his den and he will run 
out smothering, and you will catch him." 
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"Yes, I will make lots of pitch which is stuck to pine trees. I will make lots more of it, then 
the smoke will be very strong." And so Grizzly Bear did. She went to fetch pitch hanging from 
both kinds of tree. Now she brought it. "Where is he?" she asked Bluejay. "He is still inside." 
Now Grizzly Bear made a fire for him at the doorway, and the smoke started. Now they heard 
Cottontail inside saying "nis nis nis." Then the smoke got strong. Then he almost came out, but 
he turned back and went inside. "See! You almost caught him. You spread this (pitch) on your 
belly and further down and on both legs. You smear yourself with that pitch. Then he will stick 
to you and you will catch him." Then she spread her legs quite near the hole saying "Yes," and 
that is what she did. 

Now again Cottontail made a noise as if he were coming close, and the fir€ burned fiercely 
near the doorway. Then Cottontail came out again, but grabbed a piece of burnt wood and threw 
it at her crotch. Then Grizzly caught fire, her hair burned pretty soon, and she burned to death. 
She burned from that pitch which she smeared over her belly, crotch, and both legs. In this way 
Cottontail and Bluejay, who are not distinguished (in strength), killed that huge fierce Grizzly 
Bear who was returning from digging from wherever she was digging. 

There was a big camping ground there a long time ago, and there is a big spring. That spring 
now belongs to the town of Kamiah; in English they call it "city spring." They built a road, and 
you can easily see it from the road. That is the place where this incident of weak Cottontail and 
Bluejay killing the fierce and always angry Grizzly Bear took place. That's all. 
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